Okeechobee County Board of County Commissioners Opposes the
planned SFWMD LKBSTA Project - Proposed to be Developed by
Ecosystem Investment Partners (EIP)

¢ Okeechobee County opposes the proposed Lower Kissimmee Basin Stormwater
Treatment Area (LKBSTA) Project in its current location

* County is requesting the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD)
Governing Board to oppose and discontinue its consideration of the design and
construction of the LKBSTA project by Ecosystem Investment Partners Florida Water
Quality, LLC — Ecosystem Investment Partners, LLC (EIP)

* Request to oppose includes the proposed expansion of this project to include
the adjacent property that is either owned and/or controlled/managed by HGS,
LLC d.b.a. RES Environmental Operating Company (RES)

Thursday, December 14, 2023




Four (4) reasons the Okeechobee Board of County
Commissioners are not in support of the proposed project:

1. Insufficient transparency related to the proposed LKBSTA project development, impacts and cost

2. There are better options that are available today that do not threaten the safety of our community’s
homes and are not nearly as financially taxing to our residents and businesses

3. This project, if developed, is too close to three (3) airstrips, with one being the Okeechobee County
Airport, which is one of the most significant economic development tools that the County maintains in an
effort to attract jobs and resources to our community

4. The proposed LKBSTA project is being planned to be developed on the RIO Ranch property in western
Okeechobee County (adjacent to State Road 70) to address one of the highest nutrient contributors in
our region — the Kissimmee River (according to the SFWMD)

e The River and natural or historical flow/drainage is bringing in significant amounts of phosphorus
into the Okeechobee community from other areas around the central Florida areas and the
properties within Okeechobee County are being utilized to attempt to clean the water from other
areas of the state

Thursday, December 14, 2023




Q3HSHILYMENS HONOTS
TYNYD MOT141LNO NISENN/NI3UD JOTAVL

WO JAONNY JILYMWIOLS

| SOIHSIILYMENS TIWWISSII sIUW 9
(¥3ddn ANV} ¥3MO1 WO 3390HD3IIN0 40 ALD
JJONNY HILVMWAOLS 04-14

avod 31vis

QIHSYILYMENS HONOTS
NISENN/YITID YJOTAVL
WOYH J4ONNY YILYMWIOLS

7

Q3HSJILYMENS
ANIVA NVIONI WO

NOLLYLS dWNd MOTd

3390HD233INO ANV

sisuyeq
WBUNSIAL| ]

waysAsody




A oﬂmm .
_..os..mw x_mm_:,:ﬂmm

mﬂo:s .?mmzsmi Water
\ : ~,,mmmms\ooa

J ¥ mmﬁmwmm

e i e

po———— .u\.

[ Lake Okeachobee:
,, ooBvo:msub
mmmm.éo: { _.092&

rO‘

VASR Wall
suQluster

LR ﬂww...‘...:l

Vogpten
¥

ST AUOIE

LR >mm 1Vall »(
o F /dEmmm« C- mm e
s et Am 1998
: uz/fﬁmioﬂ oﬁmmx

s

ECHOBER T

Paradise RUf. A

‘ - : ; LOWRP Taylor = Cluster
Wetland -~ Ririn Creek Cluster  L-63N
Restoration AR

o
ASR Wel}
ASR Well Cluster
Cluster

C.383 L-63S

MARTIN

Zal

7

/i

.,“ i 5 huw .
A . S
A“Am_,_mfo:.:m/ <
yResenvation

Map Elements (& : | ‘
©  ASR Cluster

e RN s 5T T OWRP G40
District Project . : . 5 SASRWell Ghister

IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER;

This mep Is a conceplual or Pplznning lool only.The Soulh Flerida Water
& Management District does nol guaranlee or make any represenialion
ASR = >n:_a_‘ Slorage and Recovery Wellfields 10 Miles

alned herein. It is nol sell.execuling or
i 3 the inlerests of any persons or properties,
South Florida Water Management Dist W _I.!L/_ Including any present o fulure right or use of r 3
3301 Gun Club Rd., West Palm Beach, Florida 33406 .
(561) 686-8000; www. sfwmd.gov 5 10 Kilometers Map Date: July 2023

User Name:; erios Remedy ID Ticket: 190974 Map Produced on Date: 7/26/2023 2:41 PM \\ad.sfwmd., noi&m..oo:Om/Ode/m%xo;FosﬁEZg: _LakeOkeechobee\North rmrmoxmmn:ocmm.muﬂ

Layout Name: 20230725 Oxmmnzcwmmlm occ




“August 2023

Lake Okeechobee Component
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r This planning project explores the opportunity for an
+ above ground reservoir to store excess water north of
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About Us

The South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) is
the regional water resources agency. The SFWMD operates
the largest water control system in the world. This water
management system of canals, levees and control structures
moves water away from homes, businesses and populated > o Pl
areas for flood control. The system also provides water 5 2 DA\";-E;;;T
supply to communities, businesses and the environment. P TNy .

The Kissimmee Chain of Lakes, Kissimmee River and . ALFRED, p 3 CIT,'Y ;

Lake Okeechobee offer world class boating and fishing ; i'AUB"‘f‘R{?p G Xy . s,‘: oy Y
opportunities. Along the route, there are 11 locks it Vm\ES i OINDES, | water levels in Lake Okeechobee to benefit communities, businesses
maintained by the SFWMD and five maintained by the U.S. ‘ EAGLEILAKE 5 g = Vo T 5 { and the environment. The project includes two components:

Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). t E e B < i | e o |

CELEBRATION':
KISSIMMEE

 INTERCESSION \:L%Tuo,léflf;i 12U 4 oF : \ ek AR [_—_:j Complete )
ZNONUAKER e ¥ | In-progress ' Lake Okeechobee Watershed
~Restoration Project (LOWRP)

*TOHOPEKALIGA
=} LOWRP includes features to store water and restore
. wetlands north of Lake Okeechobee. Stored water is
- cleaned to high water quality standards. The project improves

OSCEOLA
BREVARD

5 :
The SFWMD also builds projects to improve the region's A e Up to 55 aquifer storage and recovery (ASR) wells to store water.
water resources. As the local sponsor of the Comprehensive 5 X e ——
Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP), the SFWMD partners LY P oy

with the USACE to build Everglades restoration projects. : s oo HEIGHTS_ i

: z N * Restoration of 5,900 acres of wetlands.
- HIGHLANDIPARK [ Ak ESHORE

BREVARD. SFWMD supports Congressional authorization in 2024 for the project.

INDIAN RIVER -

Recreational activities available to the public include hiking,
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Located in the most nutrient-rich hasin in the region, this 3,400-acre
| water treatment projectis in the planning and feasibility phase now.
¢ Itincludes huilt wetlands to remove nutrient pollution and may
/B | include innovative technology. When constructed, the public will have
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| This project will improve the health of Lake Okeechobee by removing
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Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) is

Enjoy Florida wildlife while
walking along levees and trails.

a key component of the ecosystem and
fisheries in Lake Okeechobee.
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harmful nutrients from the water, sending cleaner water to the lake.






